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Indiana’s preliminary unemployment rate
is 5.4% for January compared to National
rate of 6.5%

Indiana’s non-seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for January is 5.4 percent, one

and one-tenth of a percentage point below the national rate of 6.5 percent, Alan D. Degner,

Commissioner for the Indiana Depart-

ment of Workforce Development, an-

nounced today. The number of Hoosiers

employed during January 2003 was

2,977,400.

Indiana’s January unemployment

rate was lower than Illinois, 7.1 percent;

Michigan, 7.2 percent; Ohio, 6.3 percent;

and Kentucky at 6.3 percent.

“The Indiana unemployment rate of

5.4 reflects the struggling economy,

although we continue to do better than

the surrounding states,” commented Degner.

The monthly survey of  7,500 Hoosier employers reports payroll employment at

2,833,300 showing no change from one year ago and 75,900 less than last month. Payroll

employment is an estimate of non-agricultural jobs in Indiana businesses. It differs from

labor force employment which is used in the calculation of the unemployment rate by not

including the self-employed and agricultural workers. In addition, payroll employment

includes all those who work in Indiana, while the unemployment rate is calculated by those

who live in Indiana.

Manufacturing employment totals 584,300 in January, an increase of 1,900 from last

year. Motor vehicle manufacturing accounts for 13,100 jobs, 2,300 more than one year ago.

Manufacturing of motor vehicle parts totals 82,000. Machinery manufacturing in January

accounts for 44,600 Hoosier jobs, 200 less than December.

Construction employment totals 124,000 a decrease of 11,300 from last month. Of that,

heavy construction reports 12,200 jobs, an decrease of 900 from last year.

Service producing employment totals 2,118,100 in January, 8,400 more than last year.

Transportation and public utilities total 120,800, 2,400 less than December.
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Retail trade totals 334,700, 4,100

less than a year ago. Of that, general

merchandise stores report employment

of 75,300, or 2,600 less than last year.

Indiana’s estimated labor force

(the number of people 16 years of age

and older who are able and available

for work) totals 3,145,900 in January

2003. An estimated 2,977,400 Hoosiers

are employed and 168,500 are unem-

ployed.

Indiana’s labor force for January

2002 totaled 3,114,700. Hoosiers employed one year ago is estimated at 2,931,100 and

January 2002 unemployed in Indiana totaled 183,600. Indiana’s estimated unemployment

rate one year ago was 5.9 percent, compared with the national unemployment rate of 6.3

percent in January 2002.*

Selected
Categories

January
2003

Change
from Dec.

2002

Change
from Jan.

2002

Goods Producing   715,200 -13,800 -8,400

  •Construction 124,000 -11,300 -10,400

  •Manufacturing   584,300 -2,300 +1,900

Service
Producing 2,118,100 -62,100 +8,400

  •Retail Trade 334,700 -17,000 -4,100

Industry Payroll Employment

*Due to an expansion in the Current Population Survey (CPS), mandated by Congress,
estimates for June 2001 (revised) and later at both the state and substate levels may not be
fully comparable with those of earlier periods. In analyzing data, be aware that over-the-
year comparisons, may differ slightly from comparisons that would have been made using
data without the sample expansion. More detailed information can be found at
 http://stats.bls.gov/launews1.htm.

Indiana vs. U.S. Unemployment Rates January 2003

Not Seasonally Adjusted Seasonally Adjusted

January
2003

December
2002

January
2002

January
2003

December
2002

November
2002

January
2002

Labor Force 3,145,900 3,160,000 3,114,700 3,191,100 3,177,500 3,182,800 3,159,800

Employed 2,977,500 3,007,200 2,931,100 3,039,500 3,021,900 3,025,100 2,992,900

Unemployed 168,500 152,800 183,600 151,600 155,600 157,700 166,900

Rate 5.4 4.8 5.9 4.8 4.9 5.0 5.3

Rate 6.5 5.7 6.3 5.7 6.0 5.9 5.6

30

 I
N

D
IA

N
A

U
S
























